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Laurance Beck has served in many engineering capacities during his career.  Prior to his military service, he worked as a field geologist exploring phosphate deposits in Idaho.  During his 29 years of active and reserve duty as an officer in the US Army Corps of Engineers, he served as project engineer on DOD tunnels and shafts and as mobilization  area engineer.  He worked as Manager of Engineering Services for Pennsylvania Mines Corp. for over ten years on a wide array of mining, processing, and exploration projects.  As a consultant to the mining industry for over 20 years, he has completed mining projects in 23 states and 3 Latin American countries.  These projects have involved economic analyses, operation evaluations, mine planning, reserve studies, and ground control studies.  He has recently completed mine environmental impact studies, reclamation design, and cogeneration fuel supply evaluations.

Dr. Beck received a BS in geology from Utah State University and a MS and PhD from the Pennsylvania State University in mining engineering.  He is also a graduate of the US Army Command and General Staff College.  He is a registered professional geologist and professional engineer in Pennsylvania and several other states.  He has been a member of the SME since the 1970’s and has been affiliated with the Pittsburgh Section of the SME for several years.  He is also a member of the American Institute of Professional Geologists and the Reserve Officers Association.

